CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 
ACTION ARA-00 



UNCLASSIFIED 



E4 



BUENOS 08794 01 OF 02 261743Z 



RELEASED IN PART 
Bl, 1.4(D) 



INFO 



LOG- 00 
H-01 
TRSE-00 
SNP-01 



COPY-01 ADS-00 INR-10 SS-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
MSC-01 NSCE-00 NSAE-00 HA-09 L-03 CTME-00 
PM-IO PA-01 OMB- 01 INRE-00 USIE-00 SP-02 
C-01 PRS-01 P-02 T-01 /045 W 

376066 2619202 /48 38 

P 2616082 AUG 87 

FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 0548 

INFO AMEMBASSY ASUNCION 

USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS PN 

USCINCLANT NORFOLK VA 

USAFSO HOWARD AFB PN//DOI/LAI// 



CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 01 OF 02 BUENOS AIRES 08794 
CINCSO AND CINCLANT ALSO FOR INTAFF 

E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PREL, PA, AR 

SUBJECT: ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR TO PARAGUAY 
RECALLED FOR CONSULTATIONS 



REF: ASUNCION 3220 

1. (C-ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. SUMMARY: ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS 
RECALLED AMBASSADOR TO PARAGUAY RAUL QUIJANO 
FOR CONSULTATIONS PRIMARILY TO PRESSURE GOP 
REGARDING HANDLING OF EXTRADITION/REPATRIATION 
CASES OF ARGENTINE CHILDREN ALLEGEDLY "STOLEN" AT 
TIME OF WAR ON SUBVERSION. ARGENTINES WOULD 
ALSO LIKE PARAGUAYANS TO INTERPRET QUIJANO' S 
RECALL AS A GENERAL EXPRESSION OF CONCERN ABOUT 
RETURN TO GREATER REPRESSION AFTER PERIOD OF 
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POLITICAL OPENING. LESS THAN TWO WEEKS BEFORE 
ELECTIONS HERE, EVERY POLICY MOVE HAS A DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL DIMENSION. IN THIS CASE, GOA IS ALMOST 
CERTAINLY ATTEMPTING TO REINFORCE ITS CREDENTIALS 
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WITH VOTERS FOR WHOM HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES ARE 
HIGHLY IMPORTANT. END SUMMARY. 



IN CONVERSATION AUGUST 25 WITH 



POLCOUNS INQUIRED ABOUT 



BASIS FOR RECENT RECALL OF AMBASSADOR TO 
PARAGUAY (QUIJANO) FO R HIGH-LEVEL CONSULTATIONS 

PRIMARY ISSUE INVOLVED 



HERETOFORE UNSUCCESSFUL GOA EFFORTS TO BRING 
ABOUT THE RETURN OF FOUR ARGENTINE CHILDREN 
ABDUCTED TO PARAGUAY BY TWO ARGENTINE CITIZEN 
COUPLES. THE ARGENTINE ADULTS ALLEGEDLY TOOK 
POSSESSION OF THE CHILDREN (TWO EACH) WHEN 
THEIR PARENTS PURPORTEDLY DISAPPEARED DURING 
WAR ON SUBVERSION 7-10 YEARS AGO, BUT DID NOT 
ACTUALLY SEEK REFUGE IN PARAGUAY UNTIL EARLY 
1987, WHEN ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS DIS- 
COVERED CHILDREN'S WHEREABOUTS. 

4. ACCORDING TO OLIMA, OVER PAST SIX MONTHS 
ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES HAVE QUIETLY PURSUED 
EFFORTS IN PARAGUAYAN LEGAL CHANNELS TO BRING 
ABOUT EXTRADITION OF ADULTS AND REPATRIATION 
OF CHILDREN WITHOUT CONVERTING ISSUE INTO A 
BILATERAL POLITICAL PROBLEM, DESPITE STRONG 
PRESSURES HERE FROM MOTHERS AND GRANDMOTHERS 
OF THE PLAZA DE MAYO ANp HTIMftw ptahtq 

GROUPS. IN BOTH CASES 
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GOA LEGAL PRESENTATION WAS AIRTIGHT. IT HAD 
BEEN DEMONSTRATED, HE STATED, THAT THE CHILDREN 
COULD NOT HAVE BEEN OFFSPRING OF COUPLES NOW 
IN PARAGUAY. IN ONE INSTANCE, THE REAL 
FATHER WAS STILL ALIVE AND HAD LOCATED HIS 
CHILDREN AFTER A TEN -YEAR SEARCH. 



CONFIDED THAT GOA HAD LET IT BE KNOWN TO 

APPROPRIATE PARAQUAYAN AUTHORITIES THAT IT 
WAS FAR MORE INTERESTED IN REPATRIATION OF 
CHILDREN THAN IN EXTRADITION OF ADULTS AND 
WOULD SETTLE FOR FORMER. 

5. RECALL OF AMBASSADOR QUIJANO WAS PRECIPI- 
TATED BY THE FACT THAT ARGENTINE EMBASSY IN 
ASUNCION LEARNED LAST WEEK THAT THE PARAGUAYAN 
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PROSECUTOR (FISCAL), WHO IS MEMBER OF THE T TMPT A ^TFTThFI 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH, HAD DECIDED TO RECOMMEND TO UI^LA^^irmU 
COURT AGAINST REPATRIATION AND EXTRADITION. 
THE GOA INTERPRETED THIS, IN CIRCUMSTANCES, AS A 
HOSTILE POLITICAL DECISION, AND REACTED 
ACCORDINGLY. A DATE FOR AMBASSADOR QUIJANO ' S 
RETURN TO ASUNCION HAS NOT BEEN SET. DESPITE 
PUBLIC COMMENTS BY QUIJANO TO CONTRARY, BOTH 
HERE AND IN ASUNCION, GOA WANTS GOP TO INTER- 
PRET QUIJANO 'S RECALL PRIMARILY IN THIS CONTEXT. 



(NOTED THAT GOA WAS DISTURBED BY Bl 

RETURN OF TRADITIONAL INTOLERANCE TOWARD 
INDEPENDENT MEDIA AND POLITICAL OPPOSITION SINCE 
MILITANT FACTION TOOK CONTROL OF THE COLORADO 
PARTY. HE CITED SPECIFICALLY RESTRICTIONS ON 
RADIO NANDUTI, WHICH ARGENTINE BUSINESS CONCERNS 
IN ASUNCION ARE HELPING TO KEEP AFLOAT THROUGH 
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PURCHASE OF ADVERTISING. 

IT WOULD BE USEFUL IF GOP ALSO INTERPRETED RECALL 
OF QUIJANO PARTLY IN THIS LIGHT. 

7. COMMENT: QUIJANO' S RECALL TOOK PLACE JUST TWO WEEKS 

7. QUIJANO ' S RECALL TOOK PLACE JUST TWO WEEKS 
BEFORE THE ELECTIONS HERE. DESPITE HIS DENIALS 
THAT IT WAS RELATED TO CASES OF ABDUCTED 
CHILDREN, FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCES HAVE LEAKED 
SERIES OF REPORTS TO THIS EFFECT TO LOCAL PRESS 
OVER PAST SEVERAL DAYS, BEYOND GETTING MESSAGE 
TO GOP, INTENTION APPEARS ALSO TO DEMONSTRATE 
GOA AGGRESSIVENESS IN DEALING WITH A HUMAN 
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RIGHTS ISSUE TO UNDECIDED VOTERS FOR WHOM HUMAN 
RIGHTS -RELATED CONCERNS COULD BE A MAJOR 
DETERMINANT OF VOTE. FOR MOST PART, GOA STAND- 
ING WITH THIS GROUP IS NOT HIGH IN AFTERMATH 
OF PASSAGE OF "PUNTO FINAL" AND "DUE OBEDIENCE" 
LEGISLATION, BUT, EXCEPT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
ADVOCATES WITH FAR LEFT SYMPATHIES , UCR IS 
STILL A VALID OPTION. 
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